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this is Newsletter |o. 5/from Vaushn Crawford relative to the joint 
Iraq surface survey directed by Bob adams of the Oriental Institute 
of the University of Chicago. It provides some new and rather inter- 
esting information concerning, the archaeological usefulness of Pedol- 
ogy; the first Japanese archaeological expedition to Iraq; the loca+ 
tion of Agade, the capital of Sargon the Great. 
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S. Ne. K. 
One of our most rewarding days came on January 2 when we went to vis-+ 
it Stuart Harris and Peter Naylor at the tent camp near Naminiyah on 
the Tigris. Their firm, Hunting Technical Services, Ltdi,; is doing a 
soils classification survey for the Iraq Development Board. “hat the 
vedologists can do is of much interest end importance for the kind of 


job that we are doing. By means of soil samples they can determine 


the presence and courses of old canals and rivers and the location 
end extent of ancient lakes and swamps. Through the study of the 


fauna (in this cese shells} they can ascertain the kind of water 
‘fresh, brackish, or salty and whether the water moved slowly or with 
strong current) and often the Source of the water. Harris informs 
us, for example, that he hes found at least one type of shell in silt 
from the Zuphrates which is not present in that from the Tigris. In 
the course of their vresent work, however, none of their pits for 
soil samples goes deeper than 1.5 meters. In a moment the limitation 
of holes of this depth for our purpose will be apparent. The usefui- 
ness of their method, however, is not impaired in any way. 


Our visit was promoted by the fact that they had discovered, in the 
course cf their work, a tell which had been intersected on its south- 
eastern end by the huge main drain of the Musaiyib Irrigation Pro- 
ject, a ditch no less than seven meters in depth. In the section cut 
by the drain they had found two beds of sherds, one at a level three- 
four meters and the other six meters down. Te complicate matters 3 
canal had been dug long avo intrusive from above and coming down ale 
most to the level of the lower sherd bed. At a later date a lake/ 
swamp with brackish water had covered the area, but the water had not 
been deep enough to envelep the canal banks themselves. The deposit 
of decomposed organic matter left by the lake bed, therefore, had 
wrapped itself around but not over the banks of the canal. Above the 


level of the lake bed was the second layer of sherds. Over these 
sherds was still more alluviun. 


would we be willing to try to date the sherds from these twe beds ond 
those from the surface of the tell as well? Yes, we would certainly 
like to attempt to do so. ‘shile Bob was busy digging diagnostic 
sherds from the two beds revealed by the section, I spent an hour and 
a half makin: a surface collection. Aercordiug to Bob's finde the 
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Sherds fro: the lower bed--and remember that it was six meters below 
the present surface--can be attributed to the Akkad period and those 
from the upper bed to the Parthian-Sassanian era. On the surface I 
found Ubaid sickle fragments even near the top of the mound which 
rises about four meters above the plain. Presumably these sherds 

more than a thousand years earlier than the lower Akkad sherd bed have 
been brought to the surface by the continual rebuilding and grave 
digging of later occupations on the site. From the top of the present 
tell one would have to dig as much as ten meters down before reaching 
the Ubaid level in situ! In addition to the sickles there was a good 
representation of what may be late Zarly Dynastic and certainly Akkad 
sherds end finally the Parthian-Sassanian remains like the upper sherd 
bed in the section. From the sherds alone, therefore, there would ap- 
pear to be two long lacunae in the occupation of the site--one just 
after Ubaid down to late ED and the other from Akkad to Parthian times. 
The canal is probably much later than Akkad due to the amount of fill 
between the level from which the canal was dug and the lower sherd bed, 
The swamp/lake bed must be pre-Parthian. 


On the evening before going to Naminiyah the Director-Generel of An- 
tiquities, H. E. Dr. Naji al-Asil, gave a grand party at the Semeramis 
Hotel for the members of the Japanese Archaeological Mission which has 
been working at Tell eth-Thalathat, a prehistoric site, near Tell Afar 
west of Mosul. They began work in the autumn, stopped for the cold 
weather, and will resume once more in Merch. The size and comvosition 


of the staff of this first expedition to Iraq by the Japanese is most 


impressive. In the first place the digging was inaugurated by H. I. H. 
Prince Mikasa. The thirteen members of the party headed by Professor 
Namio Egami, an archaeologist, includes not only three other archaeol- 
ogists but also two historians of art, one palaeontologist, one an- 
thropologist, one human geographer, one historian of architecture, one 
geologist and physical geographer, and two cameramen to say nothing of 
a news reporter from one of the Tokyo newspapers which is helping to 
subsidize the venture, The Minister and the First Secretary of the 
Japanese Legations and their wives together with the Vice llinister of 
the Iraq Ministry of Education of which the Department of Antiquities 
is a part were also present. Other guests included numerous members 
of the Department of Antiquities as well as British, German, Turkish, 
and American representatives connected in some way with one of the 
foreign expeditions to this country. Naji Bey was, as usual, the 
gracious and inimitable host. All of us had a chance to become better 
acquainted and to exchange information. One usually thinks of archae- 
ology in Iraq in terms of his own small expedition and yet here in one 
evening were assembled forty people from several nations who are in- 
terested in the ancient past of this land which is now modern Iraq. 


Since December 30 we have visited most of the big sites and a host of 
smalier ones which can be reached from Baghdad. The large sites seen 
include Tell ed-Deir, Tell Abu Habba (Sippar), Aqarquf (Dur-Kurig- 
alzu), and Tell Umair (Seleucia). In fact the first three of these 
four are the only mounds in this area where we have found any sherds 
from Kassite times and earlier. So far we have found no small tells 
having anything as early as Kassite remains. why? Has the alluvium 
covered the small early tells in this region? ‘Jas the early populace 
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Clustered at a few relatively large sites? ‘e do not know. Nor do we 
Have any answers to the locations of Agade and Akshak. The Nepartment 
of Antiquities dug at Tell ed Deir during the late years of “Jorld ‘var 
II with the hope of proving thet this site was Agade. ‘hile they 
ascertained four Akkad levels, they found no inscriptions which con- 
firmed this hypothesis, We too discovered Akkad sherds on the sur- 
face, but this proves nothing. ‘We did not find anything earlier than 
Akkad remains with the possible exception of one cuestionable Ubaid 
Sickle fragment. As for Akshak and the hypothesis that it and the 
late Seleucia were on the same location, we can find utterly no sup- 
port on the surface. Most of what we saw we believe to be Parthian 
and we saw no indication of anything earlier than Achaemenian. Could 
a large and important city of such long duration as Akshak disappear 
without a trace? ‘Ye do not know, but we cannot help asking the 
question. 



















what we have observed in this area simply strengthens what we have 
seen in other parts of this region which was once Akkad, namely,there 
were few large towns and no multitude even of small villages. The 
settlements from Old Babylonian times and earlier were much more 

ng more widely separated than we had thought before we began 
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During the past ten days we have utilized Yusifiyah and Hassuwah as 
well as Baghdad for bases. ~“’e heve been able to locate the plan of 
an important structure, which we believe to be possibly of Archaemen- 
ian date, on the surface of Tell Zbariyat. Sayid Mohammed Ali had 
sighted such a plan from the air two years ago when he and Ralph So- 
lecki were flying over the region, but he had not been able to locate 
it on the ground prior to our latest information. Since our discov- 
ery he and the Soleckis have spent a day making a partial plan by use 
of surveying equipment on the spot. Tell Abu Subur, six miles N of 
Tell ed-Deir, however, exhibited the most elaborate set of surface 
plans that we have yet seen. The outlines of no less than three 
large buildings were plainly visible. One was 47 m. x 34 m. with a 
strong possibility of its once having by 47 x 47. A second was 35 m. 
x 35 me and the third 19 m~ x 19 me The buildings themselves, ac- 
cording. to surface indications, may well belong to the Neo-Babylonian 
or Achaemenian periods. One mound of this large group, howerer,shows 
material going back to the sakkad period. ‘“thile we have no evidence 
whatever, where is Agade? ‘’e can only wonder. 























By now our survey controls an area of over a thousand square miles 
and there are more than twelve hundred red dots on our big mar de- 
noting tells visited. This territory cuts the heart out of the re- 
gion between the latitude of Baghdad and Hillah, although it does 
noi by any means include all of it. Naturally I am speaking of the 
area between the two rivers within that latitude. As matters stand 
we certainly have one course of the ancient Luphrates running in a 
steady SE line from Sippar to Kish. To the E of this line there is 
surely one, and perhaps there are even two additional watercourses. 
If there are two, the eastern most may well go with the Tigris. The 
line in the middle may belong to either the Tigris or Euphrates. ‘/e 
do not yet know. ‘/ithin the six weeks which remain for active sur- 
veying, however, we hope either to resolve the matter completely: or 
to build up greater probabilities than we now have. 


Vaughn E. Crawford,Direetor 













